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The mouse carries a variant of a gene that encodes SERT, a transporter protein that takes up serotonin into neurons and is also found in blood cells. The authors previously identified this variant in some people with autism. As pups, the mice vocalize less, and as adults, they display repetitive behaviour and are more likely to withdraw when they encounter another mouse. Raised SERT activity may lead to autism-related changes during brain development, the authors suggest. might overlook important areas involved in cognitive processing, according to Javier Gonzalez-Castillo at the National Institute of Mental Health in Bethesda, Maryland, and his colleagues.
They imaged the brains of three people who had to decide whether a symbol flashed onto a flickering screen was a number or a letter. Averaging of the results from 100 scans revealed fMRI activations in 95% of the brain that were coincident with the task, varied in shape across regions, and clustered in a highly organized manner. This suggests that the signals may be functionally relevant rather than noise. autophagy and heart disease in mice.
Clay Semenkovich at Washington University in St Louis, Missouri, and his colleagues fed a fat-rich 'Western' diet to mice that are genetically susceptible to atherosclerosis, which is marked by the formation of fatty plaques in arterial walls.
They found dysfunctional autophagy in a type of immune cell called a macrophage, which is abundant in the plaques. Other mice engineered to have autophagy-deficient macrophages and fed a fatty diet had more plaques than 
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